JANUARY WEEK 3
Today’s Bible Story: Ants Marching (Ant and Sluggard) • Proverbs 6:6-8
Today’s Bottom Line: Work hard.
Monthly Memory Verse: Suppose you can be trusted with something very little. Then you can also be trusted
with something very large. Luke 16:10a (NIrV)
Monthly Life App: Responsibility—Showing you can be trusted with what is expected of you
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.

ACTIVITY
What You Need: “Game of Life” Activity Pages, markers, glue sticks, plastic sandwich bags, and scissors
What You Do:
Hand out “Game of Life” gameboard and blue squares page to every kid.
Encourage kids to choose four blue squares to fill their blue spaces on their gameboard. They cut those squares out and
glue them to the blue spaces on the gameboard.
Instruct the kids to write down ways they can work hard this week in the green squares on their gameboard. Give them
examples of places where they can work hard (the park, home, school, neighborhood, at a friend’s house).
Instruct them to leave the orange spaces free to use later.
Once the kids have completed their gameboards, hand out a numbered squares page to every kid.
Give a pair of scissors to each kid and instruct them to cut out the numbers and place them in a plastic sandwich bag.
Explain that every day they can pull out a number and move that many places on their gameboard. Whatever space they
land on is their “work hard” challenge for that day!
Let kids practice pulling out a number to see where they land.
Engage kids in a conversation about a way they can work hard based on the gameboard space they landed on.
If they land on an orange space, explain that you will fill those spaces in later.
What You Say:
“These are probably the coolest looking gameboards I’ve ever seen! As our amazing game shows, there are so many
different ways to [Bottom Line] work hard and use what God has given us. God didn’t make us to stand still in the game of
life. He created us strong, unique, and full of passion to do big things in this world! Let’s go out and [Bottom Line] work
hard this week!”

DISCUSSION
What You Do:
Ask:
Describe a time when you had to work hard. What did you enjoy about that experience? What did you not enjoy?
Why do you think some people are harder workers than others?
If someone is super smart, does that mean they don’t have to work as hard as others?
Do you think it’s possible to work TOO hard? Explain why or why not.
What should be our motivation for working hard and not being lazy?
When you’re feeling lazy, what helps you to get going again?

PRAYER
What You Need: Gameboards from “Game of Life” Activity and markers
What You Do:
Ask kids to get their gameboards and a marker.
Explain that one of the ways we can work hard is to pray big and bold prayers for people! Big prayers don’t
have to be long, though! Even short prayers can ask God for big things, like peace for a tough family
situation or help learning a challenging subject at school.
Encourage kids to write some big prayers for their family, friends, city, or our world in the orange squares
on their board.
Invite kids to share one of their prayer ideas from their orange squares.
Close your group time in prayer.
What You Say:
“Dear Jesus, thank You for the opportunity to [Bottom Line] work hard. We know that every small thing we do
each day can be used to show Your love to others. We ask that You help us see ways we can [Bottom Line] work
hard this week and that we would be excited to be a part of a purpose that is bigger than ourselves! We love
You! In Jesus’ name, amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, invite kids to show off their gameboards. Ask them to talk about one of the
ways they can [Bottom Line] work hard this week. Encourage adults to check in with kids throughout the
week to see the progress they make!

